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Chairman Runestad and Members of the Committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to publicly address House Bills 4416-4419

My name is Brenden Boudreau, and I am the Director of Field and Politcal
Operations at the National Association for Gun Rights, a member supported
organization with over 75,000 active members and supporters in the state of
Michigan.

Today, the committee will hear comments on this legislation which is commonly
referred to as Constitutional Carry in many states around the country.

On behalf of the National Associadon for Gun Rights and our members in Michigan,
as well as our state affiliate Great Lakes Gun Rights, I speak in support of House Bills
4416-4419, but would also encourage the committee to further improve this
legislation with recommendations that I will cover later in my testimony.

First, I'd like to discuss the concept of Constitutional Carry

At the heart of these measures is the idea that our Second Amendment rights and the
rights protected in Article I, Section 6 of the Michigan Constitution, along with our
right to self-defense, should not be subject to the whims of the state.

The concept of a Constitutional Carty legislation is quite simple.

Constitutional Carry laws recognize the right of every law-abiding citizen to carry a
firearm, openly or concealed, on their person without having to receive government
permission in the form of a mandatory state or county issued permit.

Unlicensed open carry is already legal in Michigan and forcing law abiding citizens to
purchase a concealed pistol license amounts to little more than a coat tax on covering
up your firearm in public.

By rendering the concealed carry permit optional within the state of Michigan, this
state will be joining the likes of Arizona, Alaska, Wyoming, West Virginia, Kansas,
Missouti, Mississippi, Idaho, Vermont, Maine, New Hampshire, and most recently,
North Dakota.

The National Association for Gun Rights has fought hard to pass Constitutional
Carry across the country, and we will continue until Michigan is added to this list.



Critics that pan Constitutional Carry often argue that “wild west” shootouts will spill
out into the streets, simply because the concealed carry permit is rendered optional.

Yet there is no evidence for this, in fact, all evidence points in the opposite direction
of this outrageous claim.

According to FBI Crime Statistics, states which have passed Constitutional Carry into
law have both lower violent rates and lower murder rates by firearm than non-
Constitutional Carry states.

The same holds true with arguments regarding officer safety.

While we proudly support law enforcement, the common claim that Constitutional
Carry will put officers at risk has not been seen in any Constitutional Carry state.

In fact, evidence points to the contrary.

Law-abiding citizens who are allowed to carry their firearm openly or concealed,
without government intrusion, reduce crime.

Plain and simple.

And if Michigan passes Constitutional Carry it will also be recognizing another
fundamental truth.

The choice to wear a shirt or coat, while in public, over your legally owned firearm
should not require government fees and licensing,

Licenses should be optional for reciprocity purposes.
To be clear, Constitutional Carry is a very simple concept.
It doesn’t allow anyone to carry a weapon that cannot legally possess one.

Criminals will not suddenly be able to legally carry a gun. Those barred under the law
from legally owning or carrying a gun will still be barred under these measures.

‘The argument that criminals will suddenly be emboldened to illegally carry guns
because of Constitutional Carry is laughable, and there is no statistical evidence to
back up these claims.



This bill does nothing more than restore law-abiding gun owners’ ability to carry a
lawfully possessed concealed firearm on their person, while in public, without having
to pay a government fee to do so.

To improve this bill package, I encourage the committee to amend this legislation so
that CPL holdets and those who would be catrying under the new Constitutional
Carry law would have equal rights as to whete they are allowed to carry.

HB 4565 and 4568 in the bill package being led by Rep. Gary Glenn do a good job of
bringing more equality between CPL holders and non-CPL holders.

Also, I encourage the committee to clean up 28.422 as HB 4568 does to make it clear
that the permit to purchase is not required to carry, possess or transport a firearm in
the State of Michigan, as this is not curtently addressed in HB 4416-HB 4419 and
remains as an added requirement for someone who is otherwise legal to carry under
the proposed legislation.

Thank you.



PUBLIC AFFAIRS

GET THE FACTS

PERMITLESS CARRY

Fact: More than half of U.S. states (31) have allowed permitless open carry throughout the 20th and 215t
Centuries. Permitless carry bills backed by the NRA simply recognizes that it is often more convenient
and socially acceptable to carry discretely in today’s society.

Fact: Twelve states — Alaska, Arizona, [daho, Kansas, Maine, Mississippi, Missouri, Vermont, West
Virginia, Wyoming, New Hampshire, and Montana - already allow law-abiding individuals to carry a
concealed handgun without a government-issued permit. (Montana allows Permitless Carry for all areas
outside city limits — 99.4% of the state.)

Fact: Permitless Carry simply allows a person who is otherwise legally able to possess and carry a
firearm to do so in a discrete, concealed manner.

Fact: Permitless Carry does not change prohibited person laws or any law governing the misuse of a
firearm (illegal brandishing, discharge, threatening, etc.), prohibited places where a firearm cannot be
carried, or when force may be used in defense of self or others.

Fact: Private property owners still maintain discretion over their own property, including whether and on
what terms to allow firearms.

Fact: Criminals already carry concealed firearms without regard for the law. Permitless carry legislation
backed by the NRA isn't for them. Permitless Carry simply puts the law-abiding on equal footing.

Fact: Permitless Carry helps law-abiding people avoid being targeted by criminals seeking to steal guns
or neutralize any source of resistance at the scene of a crime.

Fact: Permitless Carry gives criminals a reason to fear that any potential victim could be armed and
disincentivizes criminal conduct.

Fact: States that adopt Permitless Carry laws, still retain their concealed carry permitting process for gun
owners who wish to take advantage of concealed carry reciprocity with other states, NICS exemption, and
carrying in federal school zones.

Fact: Permitless Carry ensures the privacy of those who exercise their Second Amendment rights and
prevents incidents where permit holder information has been leaked or published maliciously.




Fact: States that adopt Permitless Carry laws have not seen a drop in the number of concealed carry
permits issued. According to a December 2016 article in the Idaho State Journal, “Despite the
implementation of Idaho’s Permitless Carry law this past July, the number of Idahoans obtaining
concealed weapons permits has remained steady.” At least one key reason for this is the benefit of
concealed carry license reciprocity for those travelling out-of-state.

The history of Permitless Carry laws in the U.S.

* Vermont has had Permitless Carry since the nation's founding in 1791 and has never enacted a
law banning the right to discreetly bear arms.

* Montana enacted Permitless Carry in 1991 for all areas outside city limits (99.4% of the

*  slate).

» Alaska enacted Permitless Carry on June 11, 2003.

®  Arizona enacted Permitless Carry on April 16, 2010.

*  Wyoming enacted Permitless Carry for residents in 2011.

e Kansas enacted Permitless Carry on April 2, 2015

® Maine enacted Permitless Carry on July 8, 2015.

¢ Idaho enacted Permitless Carry for residents on March 25, 2016.

* West Virginia enacted Permitless Carry on March 4, 2016.

s Mississippi enacted Permitless Carry on April 15, 2016.

® Missouri enacted Permitless Carry on September 14, 2016 (effective January 1, 2017).

¢ New Hampshire enacted Permitless Carry on February 22, 2017.

States that Enact Permitless Carry do not devolve into the Wild West.

To examine the impact of Permitless Carry, we selected those states that have enacted a relevant law and
for which sufficient public data is available for both the pre- and post-law periods. Three states that meet
both requirements: Alaska, Arizona, and Wyoming.

Vermont has always had Permitless Carry and Montana’s law is not statewide. Other states enacted
Permitless Carry laws too recently to allow a comparison of murder statistics before and after the law
took effect.

Using data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s annual “Crime in the United States Report,” our
analysis focuses on the number of murders, including both those committed with a firearm and those
committed with a handgun, in the states of Alaska, Arizona, and Wyoming.

Based on our analysis, it is clear that none of the three states with sufficient available data experienced an
increase in the number of murders, including handgun murders, after enacting Permitless Carry. Data for
each state is presented on the following pages.
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Alaska
Permitless Carry Enacted June 11, 2003
Comparison of Murders before and after Permitless Carry

Alaska Gun Murders 2000-2015
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After Alaska adopted Permitless Carry in 2003, there was no spike in the number of murders,
including those committed with guns — and with handguns explicitly.

Handgun murders declined after 2003 and declined faster than the overall number of murders in
Alaska.

Handguns have declined as a percentage of all murders in the years since Permitless Carry took
effect,

As the number of murders increased in 2014 and 2015, handguns murders remained
comparatively low. The percent of all murders committed with handguns in these years did not
rise as quickly as the percent of all murders committed with any type of firearm.

As the total number of murders hit a high point (at that time) in 2007, the number of handgun
murders actually slightly declined from the previous years.

Source: FBI "Crime in the United States Report”, 2000-2015. Table 20: Murder by State, Type of
Weapon. Accessed 11 January 2017. FBI reports based on supplemental homicide data.




Arizona
Permitless Carry Enacted April 16, 2010
Comparison of Murders before and after Permitless Carry

Arizona Gun Murders 2000-2015
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After Arizona adopted Permitless Carry in 2010, there was no increase in the number of murders,
including those committed with guns — including handguns explicitly.

¢ The downward trend of murders continued afier Permitless Carry.

» The percent of murders committed with a handgun decreased after Permitless Carry took effect
(from an average of 60% per year before Permitless Carry to less than 50% in the Permitless
Carry years).

* The percentage of murders that were committed with a gun of any type declined after Permitless
Carry.

* Even as the number of murders rebounded from 2009-2010, the percentage that were committed
with handgun did not return to previous levels (on average, 60% before and 46% after Permitless

Carry).

Source: FBI “Crime in the United States Report”, 2000-2015. Table 20: Murder by State, Type of
Weapon. Accessed 11 January 2017. FBI reports based on supplemental homicide data.




Wyoming
Permitless Carry Enacted for Residents March 2, 2011
Comparison of Murders before and after Permitless Carry

Wyoming Gun Murders 2000-2015
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Wyoming has historically had few murders and that trend continued after Permitless Carry took
effect in 2011.

e  Without drawing inferences from this limited number of cases, the data indicates that the number
of murders committed with handguns held at or near the same level both before and after
Permitless Carry became law.

» The increase in murders, including handgun and all firearm murders, in 2011 should not be
attributed directly to Permitless Carry; the law took effect in July. This analysis is focused on
examining the number of murders before and after the state law. External factors that may
contribute to crime have not been controlled for in this analysis.

Source: FBI “Crime in the United States Report"”, 2000-2015. Table 20: Murder by State, Type of
Weapon. Accessed 11 January 2017. FBI reports based on supplemental homicide data.

FBI Definitions and Data

Murder and non-negligent manslaughter are defined as the willful killing of one human being by another. The data
used in the FBI’s aggregation, and in our analysis, is from all law enforcement agencies that submitted supplemental
homicide data for the years under examination, and the weapon totals are aggregated from all murders for which the
FBI received supplemental homicide data. The “All Gun Murders” data includes homicides and non-negligent
manslaughter committed with any of the categories of firearms included in the Uniform Crime Report: handguns,
rifles, shotguns, and “type unknown.” Data pulled from FBI “Crime in the United States Report,” 2000-2015. Table
20.




PUBLIC AFFAIRS

GET THE FACTS
Permitless Carry Does Not Increase the

Number of Law Enforcement Officers Killed

The National Rifle Association used data from the FBI’s annual “Law Enforcement Officers Killed
and Assaulted” report to analyze the impact of Permitless Carry laws on the number of law
enforcement personnel feloniously killed with a handgun.

The history of Permitless Carry laws in the U.S. is as follows:

* Vermont has had Permitless Carry since the nation's founding in 1791 and has never
enacted a law banning the right to discreetly bear arms.

* Montana enacted Permitless Carry in 1991 for all areas outside city limits (99.4% of the
state).

» Alaska enacted Permitless Carry on June 11, 2003.

Arizona enacted Permitless Carry on April 16, 2010,

Wyoming enacted Permitless Carry for residents in 2011.

Kansas enacted Permitless Carry on April 2, 2015.

Maine enacted Permitless Carry on July 8, 2015.

Idaho enacted Permitless Carry for residents on March 25, 2016.

West Virginia enacted Permitless Carry on March 4, 2016.

Mississippi enacted Permitless Carry on April 15, 2016.

Missouri enacted Permitless Carry on September 14, 2016 (effective January 1, 2017).
New Hampshire enacted Permitiess Carry on February 22, 2017.

From these states, we selected those with sufficient public data available for the periods before
and after the law went into effect. These states are Alaska, Arizona, and Wyoming.

Vermont has always had Permitless Carry and Montana’s law is not statewide. Other states enacted
Permitless Carry laws too recently to allow an analysis of the impact on felonious killings of law
enforcement personnel.




Based on our analysis, none of the three states with sufficient available data have experienced an
increase in the number of felonious killings of law enforcement personnel committed with a
handgun after Permitless Carry took effect.

Alaska
Permitless Carry enacted in 2003

e Between 1998 and 2015, ten members law enforcement community have been lost to
felonious killings; three were killed with a handgun.
Alaska: Felonious Killings of LEO with a Handgun 1998 - 2015
10
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* None occurred in the years after Permitless Carry became law.

Arizona
Permitless Carry enacted in 2010
» Thirty law enforcement officers were feloniously killed between 1998 and 2015. Twenty
were killed with a handgun.
e The average number of law enforcement officers feloniously killed by a handgun is the
same (one) in the five-year period before Permitless Carry as in the five years following.

Arizona: Felonious Killings of LEO with a Handgun 1998 - 2015
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Source: FBI Annual "Law Enforcement Officers Killed & Assaulted” reports




Wyoming
Permitless Carry enacted for residents in 2011
* Since 1998, there have been zero felonious killings of law enforcement personnel.

Wyoming Felonious Killings of LEO with a Handgun 1998 - 2015
10
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Source: FBI Annual “Law Enforcement Officers Killed & Assaulted” reports




e ALL INJURIES

Principal Types of Unintentionai-Injury-
Related Deaths (cont.)

Principal types of unintentional-injury-related deaths, United States, 1903-1998 (cont.)

Fire, flames, Poison
Yoar ___Falls Drowning* | orsmoke® | Choking® | Firearms olid or liquid
1974 104822 | 46,402 16,339 7,876 6.236 2,991 2573 4016 1.518 18,731
1975 103.030 45,853 14,888 8000 | &oh 3,108 2380 4,694 1.577 16.453 :
1576 |__100.781 47.038 14,136 6,827 8338 3,003 2059 4,161 1,565 15,600
—_—— e — e B a— e e —
1977 103,202 48,510 13.773 7.126 6.357 3.097 1982 3am 1596 | ea47
1875 105,581 52,41 13.690 7.026 6183 | 2081 | 1806 3038 1737 T 16630
1878 105,312 5352¢ | 13218 8872 | 5891 | .20 2.004 3188 1472 15,825
1980 105,718 £3.172 13,284 n2s? | sB2e 3,249 1955 | 3089 1242 | 15,438
1981 100,704 51385 12,628 8.277 607 | 3.3 1an 3.243 1,280 14882 |
1982 94,082 45779 12,077 6,351 210 3,254 1.756 3.4m1 1258 14922 |
1983 92488 | 44452 12024 | 8353 028 3387 | 1895 3,382 1251 Wse |
984 92811 | 46263 1,937 5388 | 010 3541 1568 3,508 1103 14193
1985 53457 45801 12.001 5318 | 4538 3,551 1,649 4.001 1078 14,931
1988 95.277 47865 | 11444 5,700 4.835 3692 | 1452 4731 1008 | 14.548
1987 95.020 48.230 | 11733 5,100 4.710 3.808 1,440 ams | 800 | 14,744
1988 97.100 49,078 12,008 4888 | 4985 3.805 1,501 5353 373 14 483
1989 95028 47578 12,151 ams T arie 2,578 1489 | 5803 21 12,880
1950 91.083 48,814 12.31 4,885 4175 3303 1416 | 5055 48 13474 |
1981 _gg.:u 43,536 j2862 4,818 4,120 J.240 1,441 5.898 36 13,096
1992 86,777 40,082 12,648 3,542 agss | 3182 1.408 8449 833 13,976
993 | 9057 41.893 13,141 3607 | 3@00 | 3180 1521 7877 560 4,564
1952 91,437 42,524 13.450 3942 | 3988 1.085 135 | 8aog 685 14320 |
1995 3.320 43,283 13986 | 4350 1.761 2185 1225 | 8461 &N 1378 |
1880 94,948 43.849 14.986 3,959 3,741 3,206 1134 8.572 838 18763 |
1897 95.644 43,458 15,347 4051 | "a4e0 | aars | 981 9587 | 576 4779 |
1998 57,835 43,501 18,274 44086 | 3255 | 3s:5 | ase 0255 | sa6 | 1527 |

Motor Fire, ttamas, | Mechanicat
Yaar Total vehicle Fails Polsoning Choking® | Drowning' | or smokeb® sutfocation | Firearms | Al other
199 I 97800 42,401 13,182 12.188 3,888 3520 | 3.348 1818 B4 | se0r
2000 1 97800 | 43354 | 19322 | v2gst | aam 3,482 3,377 1335 776 15.184
2001 101.537 Q78| o | 14078 | 4185 | 328t 3.308 137¢ | 802 15,708
2002 106742 45,380 18,257 17,550 4128 | 3447 3159 1389 | 762 _13.870
2003 109,277 34,757 17.229 15,457 4272 3306 | 2068 1,309 730 | 14.850
2004 1 nao2 44,923 18807 | 20950 4,470 3308 | a.z29 1.421 649 | T
2008 117809 45343 | 19856 | zi417 4.386 3.582 3,197 1514 789 | 185725
2008 121,589 45316 | 2082 250 4,332 3.57% 3,100 1,580 [TF] 14 887
2007 123.706 43.94 22,61 29.845 4,344 3,441 3,288 1653 813 13,558
2008 121,902 39760 24,013 KIS 4,386 3.548 2812 | 1789 592 | 14,398
2008 | 118,048 36.215 24792 | 758 4370 3,517 2,756 1.565 554 | woes |
2010 1 120859 35332 | 20008 | 33041 4,570 3782 2782 | 595 508 13748
201 126.428 35303 | 27483 36280 | a.708 3,556 are | 15 T 14237
2012 121,792 36.415 28,756 36,332 4634 3,551 2,484 1,604 545 13488
2013 130,557 5,369 30,208 38 851 4,864 3,381 2,780 1757 505 12,872
2014 1 138053 | 35098 31,050 42,032 4816 3406 | 2700 1764 " s8e 13,381
2015 | _vasst | 78T | 3338t | 474t | 508 3002 2845 | 1883 183 14304
Changes L ; M5
200012015 | 2w | Atk | 60% ] T2% | 7% i 1% | -15% T e%_ | 2w | 3w
2014102015 | 8% | ™% | T 5% i, o J 2w ] ewm (ISR TH ]

Source. Nattonal Canter for Health Statistics and National Satety Council. See Technical Appendix for comparatulity

8 Incluties drowring in waler (ransport inCidents.

© Fires, Rlamas, or smoke inciudes burns by fire and deaths reswiting from conliagration regardigss of nature ol injury. Choking is the inhalation of food or other obyect
obstructing breathing.
Comparable data not available.

@n 1948, a revision was made v the inlemational Classificatron of Diseases. Tha first figures for 1948 arg comparable with those for earier years, thg sacand vath
those for later years.

¢ Data are not comparable to previous years shown due to classifcation changes in 1958 and 1968.

" Exchuges water transport drownings.
¥in 1898, & revision was made in the inlernational Classification of Diseases See the Technical Appentix for comparabuily.
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STATE DATA
Unintentional-Injury-Related Deaths by State {cont.)

Qe

2014
KENTUCKY MINNESOTA NEW HAMPSHIRE
| i s i iton S v © i ) |t S S R R L i i e i - L
Rank  Cause Deaths  Rate Rank  Causs Deaths Rate Rank Cause Deaths Raie
4 All ynintentional injuries 2622 584 J All unintentional injuries 2,385 437 3 Al unintantions! injuries k) 540
1 Paisoning® 1,038 23.5 1 Fails 1,026 18.8 t Poisoning® am 227
2 Motar vehicta 716 16.2 2 Paisoning® 490 8.0 2 Fals 220 1858
] Faily 02 6.8 3 Motor vehicle 432 79 3 Motor vahicle a7 a
4 Choking® 88 1.9 4 Chaking® 80 1.5 4 Choling® 23 ty
5 Fira. hamas or smoke n 1.6 5 Orowning® 0 09 5 Fira, flames or smoka 10 oa
LOUISIANA MISSISSIPPI NEW JERSEY
L e v T | oo’ B0 dcul BTN S Uk
Rank Casusa Denths Rate Rank  Cause Daaths Rate RAank Cause Desths Rate
3 All ynintantianal injuries 2,344 204 4 All urententional injuries 1.7112 §1.2 5 All unintentlonal injurias 2,970 2
1 Motor vehicte 804 173 1 Motor vehicla 873 225 1 Poisoning® 1.192 133
2 Poisoning® 899 15.0 2 Poisoning® 0 ne 2 Maotor vehicle 574 L.E}
3 Falla 261 56 k) Falls 243 8.1 3 Fails 512 57
4 Prowning® 95 20 4 Choking® 122 41 4 Choking® 156 17
E Choking® 19 1.7 5 Firp. iames or smohe 68 22 5 Fire, flames or smoke 61 ar
MAINE MISSOUR| NEW MEXICO
R e ey T Ty
Rank  Cause Daaths Rate Rank Cause COeaths Rate Rank  Cause Ceaths Rate
4 All unintantional injuries 890 51.9 4 All urintentional injuries 3110 513 3 All unintentiong? injusies 1,534 718
1 Poisoning® 204 15.3 1 Paoisoning® 959 158 1 Poisoning® 532 255
2 Fats 185 12.4 2 Motor vehicla 198 13.2 2 Motor vehicle 295 18.9
3 Motar vehicla 143 10.8 3 Falls o ns <] Falts are 18.0
4 Choking® 24 18 4 Chnoking® 113 19 1 Choking® a8 18
1] Fits, lamay or smoke 21 16 5 Mechanical sutfocation 83 14 5 Natural heat or cold a2 15
MARYLAND MONTANA NEW YORK
ST e oo v 2 et e st [ mmn A v s o e i s v e Dot S|
Rank  Cause Desths Rate Rank Csause Desths Ante Rank  Cause Daaths Aate
5 All unintentional injuries 1874 280 4 All unintentional injuries 541 568 5 Al ursntentional injuries 5,645 301
1 Falls 572 86 1 Motor vahicle 204 19.9 1 Poisoning* 2,088 108
2 Motor vahicle 475 79 2 Falls 150 14.7 2 Falis 1548 7.8
d Polsoning® 261 4.7 3 Poisoning* a0 8.8 3 Mator vehicle 1147 58
4 Choking® &5 11 4 Chohking® 25 2.4 4 Chohing® 238 12
L Drywning® 57 1.0 5 Natural heat or colg 15 15 5 Fire, flamas ar amoke 137 Q7
MASSACHUSETTS NEBRASKA NORTH CARQLINA
S0 i et e s Y e B o st et et i by s R et i s A AN
Rank  Cause Dsaths Rate Rank  Cause Daaths RAate Rank  Cause Daaths Rate
3 All unintantional injuries 2692 J2.8 -] All unintentionat Injuties 78 a5 5 All uninisntional injuries 4,558 458
1 Poisoning* 1,250 8.5 1 Malor vehicle 252 134 1 Motor vehicle 1,393 140
2 Falls 626 8.3 2 Fally 218 1.8 2 Poisoning® 1229 12.4
3 Molor vehicla 409 &1 3 Poisaning? 13 8.0 3 Fallg 1,085 08
4 Choking® 104 15 4 Choking® Rl 21 4 Choking® 149 1%
5 Fire, Names or smoke 2 0.5 5 Drowning® 20 1 5 Fire, flames &r smohe 121 12
MICHIGAN NEVADA NORATH DAKOTA
= v Lk e L S v ]| EEICEOOTT W TR BT e
Rank Ceuse Ceaths Ratn Rank  Caupse Deatha Rats Rank  Cause Deaths Rele
5 All unintentional injuties. 4,422 44.6 4 All ynintentional injuries 1168 411 4 All ynintentional injuries 349 ar2
1 Poisgning* 1.447 EEY-] 1 Peisoning 475 167 1 Motor vehicla 103 139
2 Falls 1.095 no 2 Motor vehicle 318 m 2 Falis 102 138
3 Motor vehicie 1.006 10.2 3 Falls 201 71 k) Polsoning® 48 [
4 Choklng® 163 18 4 Browninge 34 1.2 4 Choktng® 25 K}
5 Machanical sutiocation m 11 5 Cnoking® 30 B L] Mechanical sutocation - -
5 Natural haat or cold - -

See sourca and lootnolas on page 177
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| Hidden éomﬁonm
could result in

Western

By Judy Pumnam
TIMES LANSING BUREAL

Proposed legislation that would allow a
gun in just about every purse and pocket
in the state likely would bring Old West.
style “justice” to Michigan, Bay City's
police chief said.

“With (concealed) firearms that immedi-
ately available. people would be drawing
their weapons and having shoot-outs in
the streets.” said Chiel Timothy Lochinski.
“I've read articles where peopie say that it
would deter crime. that bad guys would
meet their match. but in some cases,
people will become victims when they pull
out thelr guns.”

Lochinski's sentiments are echoed by
other law enforcement groups that hope to
shoot down bills liberalizing concealed
weapons permits, which they say would
endanger officers as well as the public.

——

‘justice’

Rep. Alan Cropsey. R-DeWitt. the mair
sponsor of the legislation, Tuesday askec
the state's police and prosecutors to work
with him on a compromise ta aliow more
citizens to carry handguns.

The laws wouid dump local gun control
boards and require that permits be issued
to anyone who gualifies — those 21 or
older who do not have a history of crim-
nal or menizl problems and who pass a
handgun safety course — unless poiice
show the applicant is a danger to others.

As the laws stand today. a person wisn-
ing permission 10 carry a hidden weapon
must go before a local gun board. made ue
of law eniorcement officials. and explan
why thev need to do so.

Lochinski. who lormerly served on the
Bav County gun board, said a person must

See Cownceaten, 2A
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CONCEALED guns bill opposed

From 1A e

have a pretty good reason to be
granted the right to carry a hid-
tlen weapon.

“Peaple say they carry large
sums of money,” he said. “That’s
not good enough.”

Permils are granted for securi-
ty guards and for personal pro-
tection, as long as the person
doesn’'t have a history of
violence.

Liberalizing the permit laws
would add up to 300,000 con-
cealed weapons permits in Michi.
gan, both sides agree. About
60,000 Michigan residents now
have permits to carry concealed
weapons, but it's been estimated
that most of those permits have
restrictions, allowing their use
only to and from work, for
example,

In Bay County, 206 permits
were granted this year so far, and
334 were granted last year, The
permits are valid for one to three
years. The total of concealed
weapons permits was not avail-
able today from the county clerk.

Cropsey's proposal would re-
quire the Secretary of State to
issue the permit if the applicant
met the qualifications.

The Michigan Association of
Chiels of Police, the Prosecuting
Attorneys Association of Michi-
gan, the Michigan Sheriffs Asso-
ciation and the Michigan State
Police oppose the Jaws.

Opposing the law enforcement
groups are members of the Na-
ttonal Rifle Assoclation, the
Michigan United Conservation
Clubs, gun clubs and citizens up-

2 of 2

set that they've been deniec
permits.

Cropsey, who is chairing a Ju-
diciary subcommittee on the is-
sue, said he wants to work with
police groups, but so far they
haven't offered any solutions.

He offered to change his legis-
lation so that instead of having
applicants go to the Secretary of
State's Office, they would apply
at thelr local law enlorcement
agency. That way olficers could
screen the applicants for evi-
dence — such as an arrest that
isn't In a permanent record —
the applicant should be denied.

But police groups say they like
the system-as it is now, where
citizens have to prove a need for
a concealed weapon.

Lochinski said a person with a
gun in his pocket may have a
false sense of security, and
whether they've had a gun salety
course or not, problems can
arise.

“Things are a lot different on
the practice range than they are
in real life," he said. “The gun
doesn't make you Superman. i
just makes you a guy with a gun.”

The House Judiciary and Civil
Rights Committee is scheduled to
take up the concealed weapons
law Sept. 27. Cropsey said he has
six of the nink’ needed votes and
is working on getting the rest.

He said 26 other states have
voted to liberalize their con-
cealed weapons permits. “The
trend seems to be going toward
letting more honest, law-abiding
citizens to carry weapons.” Crop-
sey said.

— Times Writer Crystal Harmion
contributed to this report.
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. Proving Critics Wrong,
.. @&\ Michigan Celebrates
< Six Successful Years

> 1@  ofRight-To~Carry ... and
Lower Crime Rates, Too.
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MICHIGAN
CELEBRATES
SIX YEARS OF
LOWER CRIME
RATES SINCE
THE ENACTMENT
OF RIGHT-TO-
CARRY LAWS.

o R y GARY LANTZ

“What we anticipated didn’t
happen, and | think we should
breathie a sigh of refief.”
onvincing the anti-gun crowd that
Right-to-Carry laws aren't a stepping
stone to Armageddon brings to mind
that old cliché about talking to a brick
wall, Yet recent news from the state of
Michigan might be enough to cause a
- crack in that wall as statistics prove—
yet again—that the predicted rash of
shootouts failed to materialize.  °

Figures released in January show
that during the six years since Michigan
joined the American mainstreamm by
offering citizens a shall-issue Right-
to-Carry law, the number of firearm-
related fatalities dropped—even though

opponents predicted rampant mayhem,

More telling is the fact that criminal
activity dwindled while thé number
of Michiganders legally licensed ta
carry a concealed handgun increased

| some six-fold.

Overall, the violent crime rate in
Michigan during the since passage
of Right-to-Carry wasyziagr;iﬁmnﬂy
less than the rate during the six years
prior to passage. At the sarre time, the
number of firearm fatalities, including
those stemming from suicide and
accidents; also declined.

According to Michigan law
enforcement officials, approximately
one in 65 state citizens are now
authorized to legally carry loaded
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firearms during
their daily routine.

NN This adds up

to some 155,000 Michiganders, a
number far exceeding the 25,000 or

so authorized to carry guns before the
concealed:carry system was broadened
in 2001.

“I think the general consensus out
there from law enforcement is that
things are not as bad as we expected
it could be;’ said Woodhaven Police
Chief Michael Martin, co-chalr of the
legislative committee for the Michigan
Association of Chiefs of Palice. “What
we anticipated didn't happen, and I
think we should breathe a sigh of relief”

Opponents of Right-to-Carry
predicted an outbreak of firearm
violence, even though concealed-carry
options are now the norm rather than
the exception across much of America.
Simnilar predictions of Wild West-style
shootouts in a number of other Right-
to-Carry states also never miaterialized,
dating back to the uproar in Florida

“ if you’re in a bad

situation and have to resort
to calling 9-1-1, then it’s
probably too fate. ,,

some 17 years before.

John Lott, visiting professor at the
University of Maryland, has spent
years researching violence in America.
He said the crime-reduction trend
following passage of the Michigan
Right-to-Carry law should come as no
surprise to anyone:

Lott said at least two-thirds of the
studies hes seen indicate that Right-to-
Carry laws reduce crime. The rest show
very little effect on the status quo,

At the same time, rio peer-reviewed
study has ever indicated that crime
actually increased following passage
of a Right-to-Carry law enacted by
state lawmakers, like the onie signed by

34  AMERICASs " FREEDOM | April 2008

Michigan Gov. John Engler in 2000.

Under Michigan's law, those seeking
a concealed-carry permit must complete
a strict training process and pay a fee.
Generally, these tend to be the kind
of people who don't break laws, Lott
pointed out.

Lott added that nationally; the
number of revoked permits continués
to be very low: In Michigan, some 2,000
hiave been revoked or suspended since
2001, or just a little more than 1 percent
of the number granted. In almost every
case, reyocations were the result of some
sort of nonviolent legal issue.

Yet even though statistics point
towards a safer Michigan rather than
the catastrophically violent one anti-
gun groups promised if Right-to-Carry
passed, detractors still refuse to accept
positive findings.

One official with the Michigan
chapter of the Million Mom March
actually said that despite the figures,
she still believes that gun violence
has grown, owing to what she feels is
inadequate reporting. And,
she adds, even if the statistics
prove to be correct, there are
stifl more guns in Michigan
homes and on the street, in her
opinion offering the potential
for increased violence some
day in the future.

However, advocates for the

Michigan Right-ta-Carry law
believe the crime reports are
both scientific and accurate,
and also point out the tumber
of lives saved by concealed
firearms when permit holders ficed
violent criminal attacks. And, while
a large percentage of Right-to-Carry
licenses have been granted to citizens
concerned for their personal safety,
some, like 40-year-old Michelle
Reurink, applied simply because she
feels the u.s. Constitution provides her
with that right.

Reurink remains a strict constitu-
tionalist on Right-to-Carry issues. And,
sinice she applied for a carry permit
and passed the necessary requirements,
Reurink has found that she feels safer
due to the training, especially the ses-
sions covering self-defense. She and
others believe that the training process

provides a certain amount of psycho-
logical insurance as they go about their
daily routines, building confidence and
providing a deterrent that has eased a
number of concerns.

“With due respect to the police, they
simply can't be there to protect each of
us;” one Michigan permit holder pointed
out. “If you're in a bad situation and
have to resort to calling 9-1-1, then its
probably too late”

At present there are 40 Right-to-
Carry states, with 36 now having
“shall-isstie” laws, or statutes requiring
that carry permits be issued to those
meeting uniform standards established
by the state legislature, Others, '
including Alabama, Connecticut and
Towa, offer what the NRA terms a fairly
administered “discretionary issue”
system. Independent-minded Vermont
allows concealed carry without a permit
process. Alaska offers a permit for those
wishing reciprocity with other states;
otherwise, citizens there enjoy freedom
to carry a concealed firearm ander a no-
permit-required law adopted in 2003.

Among the 10 states that still deny
the right to carry, eight sometimes offer
permits on a discretionary basis. The
others—Illinois and Wisconsin—ban
carry altogether, despite the fact that
in recent years violent crime rates have
been lower than at any time since 1976:
National statistics reflect a 31-year low
in criminal violence, while 23 states have
passed Right-to-Carry laws since 1991
and the number of privately owned
firearms has risen by some 70 percent.

Researchers believe that if holdout
states had adopted concealed-carry, its
possible that they could have avoided
annually as many as 1,570 murders,
more than 4,000 rapes and some 6d,000
aggravated assaults. The statisticians
point out that when Right-to-Carry
laws have been put in place, individual
counties have experienced an 8.5 per-
cent drop in murder rates, a 5 percent
reduction in rapes as well as a 7 percent
decline in aggravated assaults.

David Kopel, Second Amendment
scholar and frequent America’s 1st
Freedom contributor, points out,
“Whenever a state legislature first con-
siders a concealed-carry bill, opponents
typically warn of horrible consequences.
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But then, within a year of passage, the
issue usually drops off the news medid’s
radar screen, while gun control advo-
cates in the legislature conclude that the
law wasn't so bad after all”

A case in polnt would be Florida,

which, led by the efforts of
former NRA President Marion
Hammer, adopted Right-to-
Carry in 1987, passing a law
that became a model for the
majority of states following

suit. At the time the uproar
aver the proposed legislation
reverberated coast to coast,

A contingent of anti-gun
organizations, prominent media
personalities and lawmakers
portended that the state
would descend into a “Wild
West” environment besieged

by vigilante-style justice and
shootouts on every street corner,
reducing the Sunshine State to

a modern-day version of old
Dodge City.

: In reality, Florida’s murder
rate actually decreased by 23 percent
through 1992, while the number of
murders was climbing nationally,
Following 1992, the downward trend
continued both in Florida and on a
national bass,

The Florida Licensing Division direc-
tor during the transition to Right-to-
Carry was quick to point out, “Florida’s
concealed-carry law has been very
successful, All major law enforcement
groups supported the legislation. Now
some of the opponents of the law admit
that the program hasn't created the

 problems many of them predicted.”

By looking at the statistics it's easy to
se¢ that the right to carry a concealed

"firearm for self-defense has been, fora

number of years now in the majority
of our states, a law that’s good for the
good guys and not so good for the

bad. At the same time, it shouldn't be

. overlooked that the right to self-defense

is a fundamental right, one the u.s.
Constitution, the constitutions of
44 states, common law and laws in all
50 states recognize, !
Essentially, Right-to-Carry laws are
a commonsense extension of a free
society’s most basic tenet—a reflection
upon, and respect for, the basic right
ta live free of fear and to have a
fighting chance. &
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